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Such things have been; may again be. 
– Thomas Carlyle, The French Revolution
Do Your Best to Learn History
Be Considerate

Welcome to Advanced Placement United States History.  I congratulate you for wanting to learn so much history so early in your life.  In this class you will acquire an enormous amount of history as well as some of the ideas about why it happened and what it means.  When you leave next spring, you will realize why history is not just “one darn thing after another,” but also “an argument without end” over complex developments that have made us what we are today.  If you do your part, you will be well prepared for the AP test in United States History, advanced education, and your career as a thinking human.  


This is a college-level course.  Since you are not college-age students this class will require you to work hard and stretch your abilities.  Your biggest challenges will be to learn, understand, and remember the avalanche of information you will read on your own and hear in class.  I expect you to be diligent, curious, wise, thoughtful, honest, and organized.  In return for your elevated effort, you will learn far more than in a less challenging course.  Your success in this class also enhances the transcript you send to the college of your choice, and you can gain six semester hours of college credit at a fraction of the normal cost if you pass the AP test.  

Books & Fees
▸
The text for this class is Nation of Nations, 6th edition, written by a host of authors and published by McGraw Hill.  It is written for college freshmen, so you may need to reread and keep a dictionary handy to make sense of it.  Other required readings will be supplied by the class, a library, or the internet.

▸
It will cost about $89.00 to take the AP test this year.  A portion of this ($20) is due by the beginning of March to reserve your test, and the balance can be paid by the day before the test.  There is a reduced-fee test for those in need: check with the counseling office for more information.


***I reserve the right to prohibit you from taking the AP Exam if I feel that you have not done the work necessary to prepare for the exam. If this should happen I will make an appointment to discuss the situation with you and your parents by March. 
Contacting Me
▸
If you or your parents have questions or concerns, please contact me.  I usually arrive by 7:15 in the morning and am in my room during lunch and after school until at least 3:00 p.m., often later.  You can call me at 610-8815 ext. 430 or e-mail me at kjex@alpinedistrict.org.   

Grades
▸
While neither this class nor Westlake High School discriminate by race, color, religion, sex, disability, or national origin, your work will be classified by how much knowledge, thought, skill, and fidelity to instructions it shows and be assigned a score.  These scores will be compiled into an overall letter grade each term.  If you or your work ever feel they are being discriminated against unfairly by another student or a school employee, please talk with the teacher, a counselor, or an administrator as appropriate.

In this course “mastery” of the unit will be based on the unit assessment, which could be the unit test, a research paper, essay, project, etc., or a combination of them. If a student does not “master” that unit’s assessment they will be given a zero in the “TMU” column which will drop their overall grade to an “F” until mastery has been achieved. If and when mastery is achieved the student will receive an “EX” in the “TMU” column. This will not affect their grade for the better or worse, but instead means they will have the grade they have earned through completing their assignments and assessments to that point.
Your grade each term will come from these sources: Tests, Class & Homework (including quizzes), Participation

▸
Your weighted scores will be assigned a letter grade according to this scale:
B+:
87-89
C+:
77-79
D+: 67- 69 

F:59 and Below



A:
93 and up
B:
83-86
C:
73-76
D: 63-66



A-:
90-92

B-:
80-82
C-:
70-72
D-: 60-62
▸
You are welcome to come in and discuss your grade at any convenient time.  

▸
Keep all your work so that if I make a mistake with your grade you will have the pleasure of proving me wrong.

Classwork, Tests, Participation, & Citizenship
▸
Our few hours together will be spent telling stories, putting facts in context, examining certain events and issues in depth, debating key concepts in American history, developing writing skills, competing, pretending to be people we are not, and reviewing, among other things.

▸
I will quiz you frequently.  These quizzes will deal mainly with textbook reading, based on the study guide you get for each chapter.  
▸
Keep a notebook of all the notes and handouts for the class.  Put reference documents in the front and keep all others in the order in which you received them.  These will be vital in reviewing, especially at the end of the year.   I may grade notebooks if necessary to prevent disarray.

▸
As has long been the practice, some work, particularly tests, quizzes, and essays, will be evaluated by other students in this class.

▸
Tests will consist of multiple choice and essay questions, similar to those you will encounter on the AP test.  You will usually see the results of your multiple choice questions on the day of the test.  You will receive your essay scores within two class periods of taking the test.

▸
There are no curves on test grades, and no tests will be dropped, but students may review their tests within two weeks of the end of the unit for points. To get the credit, students must make notations about their test as I designate.  This must be done conscientiously and will have to be done outside of class time.
▸
Theodore Roosevelt said, ‟The first requisite of a good citizen in this Republic of ours is that he shall be able and willing to pull his weight.”  You are expected to pull a lot of weight in this class.  The more you do, the more rewarding it will be for all of us.   You receive participation points each day for coming to class and doing your best.  Arrive prepared to learn a lot of history.  You should bring a focused and curious mind, diligent preparation, consideration for the people and property around you, courage to contribute your ideas, strict honesty, and finally, pen and notebook. You can lose participation points for various reasons: unprepared for class, use of electronics when prohibited, or other disruptive behaviors.
▸
You are tardy if you are not in your seat ready to learn when the tardy noise finishes sounding.  We have no time to waste and I expect you to give your total attention to learning U.S. History.

▸
Do not distract us from learning history.  Leave your toys at home: I will snatch all cell phones, audio players, etc. on sight and keep them for increasingly long periods of time at each offense.  If you must bring small amounts of food, don’t let it be distracting.  If you are tardy, enter humbly and quietly and quickly go where you should be. 

▸
Cheating is claiming credit for work you did not do.  The pressures in this class can be enormous, but you are foolish as well as dishonest if you allow them to get you to cheat.  You will lose credit on any assignments affected, citizenship credit, respect, and trust.

▸
This class will follow Westlake’s attendance and citizenship policies, particularly in areas not covered here. 

Assignments & Extra Credit
▸
You will have about two hours of outside work for each class period.  The class schedule lists readings and major assignments for the year and when they are due.  Use the schedule to plan ahead for crunch times or vacations.  Make sure you keep up: due to the quick pace of the class it is easy to fall woefully behind.    

▸
Owing to the great amount of information you need to know, your diligent reading and reviewing will be a major key to your success in this class.  Read each chapter well, and be sure to know the questions and terms on your study guide.  Also look over the presidents that belong with each chapter.  You will also read other sources to give you perspectives different from those found in your text.  Homework can also include writing essays, preparing for class activities, reviewing previous information, and doing term projects.  You will receive more details on these assignments in class.

▸
All assignments are due at the beginning of class unless otherwise designated, anything received after that will be late.  Do all work in dark ink, lead, or toner.
▸
I expect your best work and will return ungraded anything that is shoddy in appearance or thought.  Resubmitted assignments are late.

▸
You may hand in late work for half credit up to the test for that unit.  Major assignments will lose 10 percent for each day they are late.

Make Up 


▸
I expect you to stay up to date when you miss a class.  Follow your schedule to keep current on your reading, quizzes, and assignments when you miss a day.  In the unusual circumstance that you didn’t have the health to complete an assignment while you were absent, talk with me when you return so we can set up a reasonable schedule for you to make up the work.  If you need to get materials from class to complete an assignment, you will have the same amount of time to finish the work as the rest of the class had.  

▸
You may not make up quizzes, but the lowest quiz score of each term will be dropped.  See me if you experience catastrophic excused absences.

▸
Deliver all late and make-up work to the “IN” basket.  If you feel the work should receive full credit, write the reason on top of the page.  Otherwise, I will automatically give it late credit.  Make sure your reason is specific enough to justify your case, i.e. not just “absent” but “excused absence: bubonic plague.”  Be sure your absences are excused through the attendance office.

▸
Check the ‟Make-Up Crate” in the classroom when you return after missing a class to make sure you get all the handouts you may have missed while you were gone.  Get notes from another student.  Please ask me questions you still have after doing these things.

▸
If you know you are going to miss class, tell me about it before the fact.  That way we can keep you on schedule and avoid nasty surprises.

▸
If you miss a test, you have one week to make it up after you return to class.  After this time you will lose ten percent on your test score per additional school day.  Come in after school or arrange another time with me.  If you miss a test unexcusedly, you have the same time to take the test for half credit.

Finally

Enjoy what you get to learn instead of worrying about what you have to do.  Believe it or not, points will eventually fade in significance, and you will be left with what you know and who you are in life.  I will do all I can to make this class interesting and enlightening for you.  You will soon see that I am limited by time, talents, and resources.  But if you are prepared and interested, you should always find class engaging.  I look forward to getting to know you better as we travel together through our past.

Taking this class means you agree to the terms in this document.
America is a land of wonders, in which everything is in constant motion and every change, seems an improvement.

– Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, 1835

America is a large, friendly dog in a very small room.  Every time it wags its tail it knocks over a chair.
– Arnold Toynbee, British historian, July 14, 1954
